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AMENDMENTS to the CLAIMS 



A detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the present application is provided 
below. The status of each claim is identified. Markings indicate any changes that have been 
made to claims being currently amended by this Amendment. 

1 5 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus, comprising: 
a processing unit; 

an input device in communication with said processing unit, said input device operable to 
input a second account identifier for use in a place of a first account identifier thereto; 

a transmitting/receiving device in communication with said processing unit, said 
transmitting/receiving device operable to (i) transmit the second account identifier to a central 
credit card processing system maintained by a credit card issuer for verification thereof and (ii) 
receive information from the credit card processing system regarding authorization of the second 
account identifier; and 

an output device in communication with said processing unit, said output device operable 
to output the information regarding authorization of the second account identifier, 

wherein the second account identifier is a single-use account identifier specific to a 
transaction , and 

wherein the processing unit is in communication with the central credit card processing 
system maintained by the credit card issuer . 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method, comprising: 

providing a processing unit , wherein the processing unit is in communication with a 
central credit card processing system maintained by a credit card issuer ; 

inputting a second account identifier to said processing unit; 

transmitting the second account identifier to the central credit card processing system for 
verification thereof; 

receiving information from the central credit card processing system regarding 
authorization of a transaction based on said verification; and 

outputting the information regarding authorization of the transaction, 
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wherein the second account identifier is an account identifier for use in place of a first 
account identifier and is specific to the transaction. 

26. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 18, wherein the second account 
identifier is transmitted to an issuer associated with the first account identifier. 

27. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 18, wherein the processing unit is 
associated with a merchant. 

28. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 18, wherein the second account 
identifier is received fi'om a customer as a means of payment for the transaction. 

29. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 28, further comprising: 
causing to be delivered to the customer, after receiving information regarding 

authorization of the transaction, at least one of at least one good and a least one service 
associated with the transaction. 

30. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 28, wherein the transaction 
comprises a transaction conducted over at least one of the Internet and the telephone. 

3 1 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 28, wherein the customer is in a 
location that is remote from the processing unit. 

32. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the information 
regarding authorization includes an authorization code. 

33. (CANCELLED) 

34. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 18, wherein the second account 
identifier comprises a sixteen-digit identifier. 
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35. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method comprising: 
receiving a product identifier that identifies a product, 

in which the product is associated with a transaction; 

receiving a credit card number from a customer as payment for the transaction, 
in which the credit card number is for use only one time, and 
in which the credit card number is for use in place of an account number that 

identifies a credit card account; 

transmitting the credit card number for authorization of the transaction; 
receiving information indicating whether the transaction is authorized; and 
providing the product to the customer if the transaction is authorized. 

36. (NEW) A method comprising: 

receiving a product identifier that identifies a product, 

in which the product is associated with a transaction; 

receiving a single-use credit card number from a cardholder, 

in which the single-use credit card number is for use only one time, and 

in which the credit card number is for use in place of an account number that 

identifies the cardholder; 

determining a transaction amount that is associated with the transaction; 

after receiving the single-use credit card number from the cardholder, transmitting the 
single-use credit card number and the transaction amount to a credit card issuer for authorization 
of the transaction; 

receiving information from the credit card issuer indicating whether the credit card 
account has sufficient credit available for the transaction; and 

providing the product to the customer based on the information from the credit card 

issuer. 
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37. (NEW) A method comprising: 

receiving, at a terminal of a merchant, a single-use credit card number, 

in which the single-use credit card number is for use only one time, and 

in which the credit card number is for use in place of an account number that 

identifies a credit card account; 

receiving, at the terminal, an indication of an amount of a purchase; 

after receiving the single-use credit card number at the terminal, transmitting, from the 
terminal, the single-use credit card number and the amount of the purchase to a credit card issuer 
for authorization of the purchase; and 

receiving, at the terminal, information from the credit card issuer indicating whether the 
purchase is authorized. 

38. (NEW) The method of claim 37, in which receiving the single-use credit card number 
comprises: 

receiving the single-use credit card number via the Litemet. 

39. (NEW) The method of claim 37, in which receiving the single-use credit card number 
comprises: 

receiving the single-use credit card number via a telephone. 

40. (NEW) The method of claim 37, further comprising: 
providing the product to a customer if the purchase is authorized. 

41. (NEW) The method of claim 37, further comprising: 

receiving, at the terminal, information from the credit card issuer indicating whether the 
credit card account has sufficient credit available for the purchase. 

42. (NEW) The method of claim 37, ftirther comprising: 

receiving, at the terminal, information from the credit card issuer indicating whether the 
single-use credit card number is valid. 
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